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Humor For 
The Hard 

Times 
 

After Sunday school, 
a five-year-old girl 
complained to her 
mother that she had a 
stomachache. 

That’s because your 
stomach is empty,” 
her mother said.  
“You’ll feel better if 
you have something 
in it.”  She gave the 
girl a snack, and the 
girl felt better right 
away. 

That afternoon, the 
family pastor 
dropped by for a   
visit.  While chatting 
with the mother, he  
mentioned he had a 
bad headache all day 
long. 

“That’s because it’s 
empty,” the girl 
promptly said.  
“You’ll feel better if 
you had something in 
it.” 

Bart VanGiesen 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 
    Full of love and gratitude, a woman wanted to have a dinner for friends and 
family. She planned the menu, shopped for food, addressed invitations, cleaned 
the house….Then she changed the menu, went shopping again, decided to in-
vite people by phone….She realized that her dining room table was too small, 
so she shopped for new furniture, changed to a catered meal, considered texting 
invitations….When the date arrived, she was exhausted, broke, and depressed. 
There was no dinner. 
 

    Christmas shopping, decorating and entertaining can be life-giving expres-
sions of God’s love and grace. But when we forget “the reason for the season,” 
all the activity can suck the joy out of us.  
 
    Join us for genuine celebration of the birth of our Savior: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

December  04  
11 
18 
24 
 
 
25 

  10:45 am 
10:45 am 
10:45 am 
  7:00 pm 
  7:30 pm 
11:00 pm 
10:45 am 

 Advent Worship 
Advent Worship 
Chancel Choir Cantata 
Holy Communion 
Early Christmas Eve Service 
Late Christmas Eve Service 
Blessing of the Toys and Celebration in Song 

    See you in church. 



December 
Birthdays 

December 04 

Pam & Rich Poling 

December 11 

Jon & Melissa McBee-
Anderson 

December 22 

Jane & Roger Sine 

December 29 

Bev & Arnold Kuhl 

John & Katereni Coffman 

December 02 
David Murphy Sr. 

December 04 
Carol Murphy 
Evan Stevens 
December 06 
Lynn Smith 

December 07 
Ryan Stallings 
December 08 

Mallory Brown 
Bob Harman 
December 10 
Erica Bunner 
December 11 
Patty Stewart 

December 12 
Robert Rigg 

Jonathan Maier 
December 14 
Madison Rigg 
December 15 

Michelle Moon 
December 16 

Michael Hawranick 
Brendan Kunce 
December 17 

Chris Sine 
Andrea Stolzenfels 

December 18 
Susan Foster 

Jodi Bias 

December 19 
Francis Nestor 
December 21 

Bev Kuhl 
December 24 

Bill Knotts 
December 27 
Jarret Lambert 
December 29 

Cheryl Whitescarver 
December 30 

Abigail Reynolds 

December Anniversaries 

Special Thanks 
 
 A very special 
thanks goes out to 
those who helped in 
any way with our       
annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner.  $965.00 was 
raised for Fair Share 
giving. 
 

Jean Faulkner 
 
 
 
 
 
A Word of Thanks 

 
 I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
say thanks to the Trus-
tees, Administrative 
Council, and members 
of the church for the 
help and assistance 
that I have received in 
completing the many 
projects that have been 
done this year. 
 The curtain, 
cushions and entry 
way would have been 
cleaned but due to an 
accident, that company 
was unable to meet our 
schedule so they have 
rescheduled us in early 
January 2012. 
 Again I want to 
say Thanks and have a 
safe and wonderful 
Holiday. 
 

Wesley Wolfe 



Spotlight on the Flock 

 Conversations with Carla 

“Tom said he “Tom said he “Tom said he “Tom said he 
didn’t know what  didn’t know what  didn’t know what  didn’t know what  

happened because two happened because two happened because two happened because two 
and oneand oneand oneand one----half years  half years  half years  half years  

later he was married, later he was married, later he was married, later he was married, 
with a child and living with a child and living with a child and living with a child and living 

in West Virginia“in West Virginia“in West Virginia“in West Virginia“    

 This month I spent an 
enjoyable evening with Sheila 
and Tom Copeland, and their 
children, Quincy, Blake, Spen-
cer, and Callie. 
 Tom grew up in North 
Delaware. He graduated from 
Delaware Tech. with a degree in 
Allied Health and as a Physical 
Therapy Assistant. 
 Sheila grew up in Phi-
lippi and graduated from AB 
College with a degree in Ele-
mentary Education.  She also 
has a Master’s in Early Child-
hood from WVU.  Sheila said 
that one thing she will always 
remember about AB is when 
you first walk in it says – The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of knowledge. 
 Sheila moved to Dela-
ware after she graduated from 
college and took an early child-
hood job.  The other people that 
worked there kept telling her to 
wait until Tom comes back 
from vacation; you are really 
going to like him.  She told 
them she really wasn’t interest-
ed. Tom was at the school as a 
PTA working with the special 
needs children on a contracted 
basis.  When he returned to 
work, Sheila noticed how the 
children lit up when they saw 
him and how much they all 
liked him.  She was really sur-
prised when she saw him 
change one of the children’s 
diapers instead of getting some-
one else to change it.  They 

started dating and Tom said he 
didn’t know what happened  
because two and one-half years 
later he was married, with a 
child and living in West Virgin-
ia. They both used to like to hike 
before they had the children.  
They also enjoyed going to con-
certs.  Sheila liked to draw and 
paint, and she also enjoyed go-
ing to antique shops. 
 Tom said that he has 
always enjoyed playing soccer.  
Some of his best memories in-
volve traveling to soccer tourna-
ments when he was in middle 
school.  He said that some of the 
tournaments had to be cancelled 
because of world terrorist 
events.  Quincy said that the 
games had to be cancelled due 
to World War II.  Sheila asked 
Quincy “How old do you think 
your father is?”   
 Sheila’s favorite mem-
ories are growing up and playing 
with her cousins and when her 
children were born. 
 They felt that the hard-
est thing about the adoption pro-
cess was the waiting and the fear 
of the unknown. Tom thought 
the hardest thing was the first 
time that they talked to Callie’s 
birth mother.  The social worker 
had told them that when the 
right child came along they 
would know she was the right 
child for them. 
 The boys all attend 
West Taylor Elementary.  Callie 
refers to the school as “My 
Boys’ school.”  The boys told 
me that they are singing songs  

in Spanish at school.  Every 
grade singing a song in a differ-
ent language.  
 Quincy is in the fourth 
grade, in Mrs. Proudfoot’s class.  
Geography is his favorite class.  
They are learning about the Indi-
ans now.  His friend Wyatt sits 
beside him and keeps a journal 
of definitions for school.  When 
they need to know something 
they look in Wyatt’s journal.  He 
enjoys playing soccer.  He plays 
all positions, but likes mid-field 
the best.  His favorite food is 
Mac and Cheese.  His brothers 
think that he is funny.  He also 
likes to look at the songbook at 
church. 
 Blake is in the second 
grade.  He enjoys art and making 
stuff.  He likes to draw trains 
because he had a special blanket 
when he was little that has a 
train and a rabbit on it.  Blake 
also likes to build train tracks 
with blocks.  His favorite foods 
are corn dogs, hot dogs, and 
honey.  The best thing about him 
is that he is thankful for his 
mommy, daddy, brothers and 
sister.  He also enjoys swim-
ming.  One thing that he thinks 
is really funny is one time Spen-
cer was eating ice cream at the 
bottom of the hill in the road. 
Quincy was riding his bike down 
the hill at him because he was 
mad about something.  Spencer 
moved over and Quincy 
wrecked into the ditch.  Blake 
also liked when he got baptized.  
He liked getting the water on his 
head. 

 Spencer is in first 
grade.  Math is his favorite 
class.  He enjoys playing, riding 
his bike and his electric scooter.  
His favorite food is chocolate 
and vanilla ice cream mixed 
together.  He is thankful for his 
family.  Soccer is his favorite 
sport - he also plays all posi-
tions.  Spencer likes Bible 
School at church. 
 Callie is two and her 
birthday is in April.  She likes 
fruit snacks, chicken nuggets, 
and chocolate.  She likes to 
watch Bubble Guppies because 
they sing and dance.  She likes 
to play with her baby dolls.  Her 
brothers told me that all of her 
dolls are named Baby.  She also 
told me that all of her babies are 
going to be three in April. 
 At Good Shepherd 
they like the way that everyone 
welcomed them into the church.  
Spencer said that he liked it 
because Mrs. Bolyard was there 
the first time that he came to 
church. The boys like the fact 
that so many of their teachers 
and even Miss Green go to 
church there.  They also like the 
sense of community and Pastor 
Bert’s sermons. 
 Their favorite songs 
are: Quincy – Silent Night, 
Sheila – Farther Along and 
Sanctuary, Blake – Joy to the 
World, Tom – Trust and Obey, 
Spencer – Joy to the World, 
because it was also in his 
Christmas play at school.   



 

 

NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
Nursery workers need to arrive at 10:30 to receive children. Guidelines are 
posted in the narthex and outside the nursery door. Weeks can be traded 
with other volunteers if a conflict arises. 
 
                  December 04 - Sheryl Isner and Sandra Coltelli 
                  December 11 - Emily Moon and Madison Moon 
                  December 18 - Angela Hanshaw and Tiffany Carbaugh 
                  December 25 - Bill Whitescarver and Cheryl Whitescarver             

News & Notes 

GOODSEARCH.COM 
We recently earned $66.61 by using GoodSearch.com and GoodShop.com 
So far we have earned $333.77.  All it takes is registering to support Church 
of the Good Shepherd - Grafton. Then each time you search the internet or 
shop through the site, a donation is made to our account. 

COOKIE SALE 
The Annual Cookie Sale is on December 11th. Cookies are  
sold by the pound and will be $5.00 a pound. The money  
from this sale goes to someone in the  congregation who  
could use some extra help. The person that receives the money is known  
only to Pastor Bert and is decided on after prayerful consideration. If you 
have any questions contact Carla Powell at 304-265-0572. 

COMING EVENTS FOR 
DECEMBER 

December 10 

12:00 - Parish Christmas Dinner  

             for Homebound 

 

December 11 

Cookie Sale 

 

December 12 

 6:30 - Little Shepherds’    

           Board Meeting 

 

December 18 

10:45 - Chancel Choir  

            Christmas Cantata 

 

December 20 

 6:30 - Finance Committee  

           Meeting 

 7:30 - Administrative   

           Council Meeting     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24    

 7:00 -  Holy Communion 

 7:30 -  Early Christmas 

             Eve  Service 

11:00 - Late Christmas Eve 

            Service  

 

December 25 

10:45 - Blessing of the Toys  

             and Celebration in Song 

LIFE LINE SCREENING 
• Life line Screening uses painless ultrasound (sonogram) to see the 

plaque build-up in your arteries—a leading cause of stroke 
• 80% of strokes can be prevented 

Make an appointment for you  
and a loved one today. 

 Where:  Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 
 When:  Thursday, January 26, 2012 
 Pre-registration is required.  Call:1-800-324-1851 
       Priority Code:  HSC3132 

To register on-line go to www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners 



News & Notes 

                                                        
                                                           Newsle�er from Tyumen United Methodist Church of Salva�on Fall 2011 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
It is already October. The leaves from the trees fall down, it is about 45 F, no snow yet. We have not talked to many of you since Spring. 
We had a very busy summer. The walls are up and the roof is on! Praise the Lord! We are working on the fence now. We hope to have 
the windows before the snow. The workers con%nue to work on finishing the basement inside when frosts come. The church will move 
to the basement as soon as possible. We are so grateful to all who is taking part in building the church in Tyumen! 
 We have moved our weekly prayer mee%ngs for the dependant to the construc%on site. Every week we bundle up and pray 
inside the building without windows. It is chilly there, but we see the results of prayers. 
 Almost every week members of the church come to clean up, move bricks and pray. 
 The a)endance has been stable. We had 2 bap%sms and 4 renewal of Bap%sm covenants in June. We have 3 people came to 
Christ in August - September. We had sermons on love and family this past August. None of us grew up in a Chris%an family – we all 
learn what it means to be a Chris%an family and how to live a holy life in a sinful world. 
 In September we had a Harvest fest and Thanksgiving service. Most of members in the church do gardening in summer. A4er 
the worship service we gathered around the tables with food. Teen-agers perform skits, children read poems, adults had a Bible quiz. 
We had a good %me. 
 This October we had historical sermons on Luther and Wesley and Reforma%on. Most members of the church came to Jesus 
and God changed their lives, but they did not know much about the history of the church, except Russian orthodox church. We used an 
opportunity to tell the story about the great reformers and to talk about the Spirit of Reforma%on coming to Russia. We talked how 
grateful we are to know the living God personally, to have faith that changes our lives, instead of following a dead tradi%on. 
 We have started a Bible study for newcomers “Knowing, loving, serving God” (we use materials from the Church of the Resur-
rec%on, KS). Older church members came to the course too in order to learn how to work with the newcomers. Other Bible classes did 
not meet in the summer, and now are slowly coming back to the rou%ne. We are finishing Disciple 1, and star%ng Disciple 2 in a few 
weeks with a new group. We are so excited that Disciple 2 is finally translated and published in Russia. We can’t wait to start it! This 
summer we had a team that went to the Walk to Emmaus as servants and pilgrims. It is a great program to grow devoted leaders in the 
church. 
 Our social projects also slowed down in summer. In May we had several teams from the church went around the city exchang-
ing candy for cigare)es and destroyed cigare)es in front of them. To those who were open we talked about God’s love. We are back 
serving in the home for elderly and handicap and also to homeless shelter. We are not allowed any more to go to the handicap orphan-
age. We are praying how we can serve handicap children and people that we know around. 
 We have changes in our choir. Pastor Katya was in charge always. Now we delegated most of choir responsibili%es to young 
leaders, Julia and Katya Panova. It was a great idea, now our choir has much more life! 
 We are very proud of our children’s teachers. We had a seminar on how to teach children faith. We changed our children’s pro-
gram. This year we have less children, however. Our toddlers are growing. Olga Semyonova started teaching faith to toddles. 
 
I was chosen a delegate from the Annual Conference to go to the General Conference of the UMC in Tampa in April 
May 2012. It is an honor and responsibility. Please, pray for my travels, for the family and the church, since I will be away for several 
weeks. 
 
 
Pray for new people in the church: Lena, Nina, Lilya. 
Pray for our evangelism efforts and salva%on of people in Tyumen. 
Pray for Dima and Alyona – adopted by one of church members. Alyona is 13 and has many behavioral problems. 
Pray for the construc%on: for the contractor and workers, for the fence, for the windows, for finishing the basement, for moving wor-
ship services. 

Pastor Katya Zoubkova 



 When life is going along in it’s usual course, we are always aware of the im-
portance of our church but when circumstances arise that cause a turmoil in our 

lives it is then we realize how special the church and it’s people are in our lives.   

 We will forever cherish our prayer blanket and each little knot that represents 

the fact that someone cared enough to pray.   

 Each phone call, visit, flower or gift of food is very much appreciated. 

 Your kindness will always be remembered. 

                                                                           Ruth and Walter Breedlove 

Church Friends,  

 It’s hard to believe that we’re in the last quarter of the year.  Our summer 
volunteer work teams are gone, the garden market is closed for the season, and 
plans are well underway for the coming holiday season, which will be here before we 

know it! 

 In today’s troubled economic times, more and more people in our community 
are struggling to make ends meet.  With rising food, medical and utility costs, cou-
pled with limited job opportunities, it doesn’t take much to throw a family’s budget 
into chaos.  Your donation of a truckload of assorted clothing and shoes enables us 
to be there for these families, to lift some of the burden, provide encouragement, 
and let them know that someone does care.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity are 

an encouragement to us, as well, as we carry on our ministry. 

 Thank you for choosing to support Heart and Hand as a means of helping 

others.  May God richly bless you as you have blessed us and those we serve! 

                                                                                                        Sincerely, 

                                                                                           Heart and Hand House, Inc. 

Brenda W. Hunt, Executive Director 

 As time goes on we often lose touch of things that really matter or the rea-
soning behind our actions.  Often a small event, such as a package in the mail allows 

an individual to reflect on the impact they may be having on people.   

 Thank you for allowing me to put things in perspective .  I will be sure to 
share the care package with others around me.  God has give me the opportunity to 

serve others literally around the world. 

 Thank you again, for your gift and GOD BLESS each of you. 

          Thanks, 

                                                                                   2nd Lt. Gregory Carroll 

Church of Good Shepherd, 

 Thank you for the beautiful prayer blanket.  We appreciate all of your prayers. 

       Thank you, 

 Mark, Kathy, Emily, Kyle Noble 

“Your kindness will 
always be remembered” 

The Lord is a refuge for 
the oppressed, a 

stronghold in times of 
trouble. 

—Psalm 9:9 

“Thank you, we  
appreciated all of your 

prayers” 

News & Notes 

Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 

 Thank you so much for the time and thoughtfulness in preparing a wonderful 

meal for our family and friends.   

                                                                                                                       God Bless 

The Wood Family 

“Thanks for your 
thoughtfulness.” 

“Thanks so much to all 
of you” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News & Notes 

Jesus Christ Will Always Be In Christmas! 

Rev. Carol Crawford Rowe  

Think about it for a moment. If God is who we say God is – all 

knowing, all powerful, all present, how can anyone take God 

out of anything, or banish God from anywhere? How can any 

group or society remove Christ from the hearts of those who 

truly celebrate Emmanuel, God with us?  

Those fearful and outraged statements do not add to God’s glory. They diminish it, by making God seem 

vulnerable to the whims of human nature. God is. Period. Jesus is. Period. If those who call themselves 

Christ-followers would spend their energy doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God, 

(Micah 6:8), they would do much more to influence the world for good than they do by yelling at the 

world for taking away their rights to practice what they say they believe.  

I am not so worried about taking Christ out of Christmas. This can not be done. I am more concerned 

with taking the cross out of Christmas. The baby came as God with us, Emmanuel. The baby came to die 

so that we may live. When you see the X, see the sign of the cross, and rejoice!  
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SPEED BUMP by Dave Coverly While in Army basic training, aWhile in Army basic training, aWhile in Army basic training, aWhile in Army basic training, a    
soldier phoned his mother and saidsoldier phoned his mother and saidsoldier phoned his mother and saidsoldier phoned his mother and said    
he was attending church on basehe was attending church on basehe was attending church on basehe was attending church on base    
every Sunday. The mother wasevery Sunday. The mother wasevery Sunday. The mother wasevery Sunday. The mother was    
pleased to hear this.pleased to hear this.pleased to hear this.pleased to hear this. 
“Everyone goes to church here,”“Everyone goes to church here,”“Everyone goes to church here,”“Everyone goes to church here,”    
he added. “It’s the only place wehe added. “It’s the only place wehe added. “It’s the only place wehe added. “It’s the only place we    
don’t get yelled at.”don’t get yelled at.”don’t get yelled at.”don’t get yelled at.” 

“Thousands of years ago, cats“Thousands of years ago, cats“Thousands of years ago, cats“Thousands of years ago, cats 

were worshipped as gods; cats were worshipped as gods; cats were worshipped as gods; cats were worshipped as gods; cats 
have never forgotten this.”have never forgotten this.”have never forgotten this.”have never forgotten this.” 

————Author unknownAuthor unknownAuthor unknownAuthor unknown    


