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“Worrying	does	

not	take	away								

tomorrow’s	trou-

bles;	it	takes	away	

today’s	peace.”							

															—Author	Unknown	

Sign	outside	So.	

Seminole	Church	

of	Christ,	Winter	

Park,	FL:			

“There	are	no	idle	

rumors;	they	are	

all	busy.”		

																		—via	Bobbe	Lyon						

	 									Maitland,	FL	

Teenagers	from	around	the	District	ended	the	year	at	Good	Shepherd	with	an	overnight	

lock-in.	During	one	of	the	activities,	they	listened	to	a	poem	by	Ken	Sehested	that	begins		

	

"May	your	home	always	be	too	small	

to	hold	all	your	friends..."	

	

Challenged	to	think	of	a	similar	blessing	(with	a	twist),	they	came	up	with	
	

May	you	make	mistakes		

so	that	you	will	learn	life's	lessons.	

	

May	your	eyes	be	)illed	with	tears	

of	joy	from	giving	your	time	to	the	less	fortunate.	

	

May	you	be	silent	

so	that	when	you	speak,	it	will	be	words	of	wisdom.	

	

May	your	story	end	

so	that	you	can	)ind	a	new	beginning.	

	

Sehested's	poem	includes	these	lines:	

	

"May	your	hankering	

be	in	rhythm	with	heaven's	

whose	covenant	vows	

a	dusty	intersection	with	your	own:	

when	creation's	hope	and	history	rhyme."	

	

May	you	indeed	know	that	during	2012,	you	are	walking	alongside	the	Lord.	And	it	will	

be	a	very	good	year!	

	

				See	you	in	church.	
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“To catch the reader's a�en�on, place an 

interes�ng sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Cap�on describing pic-

ture or graphic. 

Inside	Story	Headline	

Inside	Story	Headline	

Inside	Story	Headline	

This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsle�er as a promo�onal 

tool is that you can reuse 

content from other mar-

ke�ng materials, such as 

press releases, market stud-

ies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tribu�ng a newsle�er might 

be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a success-

ful newsle�er is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful 

content to your newsle�er is 

to develop and write your 

own ar�cles, or include a 

calendar of upcoming events 

or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research ar�cles 

or find “filler” ar�cles by 

accessing the World Wide 

Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to 

keep your ar�cles short. 

Much of the content you put 

in your newsle�er can also 

be used for your Web site. 

Microso4 Publisher offers a 

simple way to convert your 

newsle�er to a Web publica-

�on. So, when you’re fin-

ished wri�ng your news-

le�er, convert it to a Web 

site and post it. 

customers or clients. 

If the newsle�er is distribut-

ed internally, you might com-

ment upon new procedures 

or improvements to the busi-

ness. Sales figures or earn-

ings will show how your busi-

ness is growing. 

Some newsle�ers include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a 

le�er from the president, or 

an editorial. You can also 

profile new employees or 

top customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject ma�er that ap-

pears in newsle�ers is virtu-

ally endless. You can include 

stories that focus on current 

technologies or innova�ons 

in your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predic�ons for your 

“It is a 

miracle how 

God changes 

lives of 

people in 

our church.” 

Christmas	Newsletter	of	Tyumen	United	Methodist	

Church	of	Salvation:		Miracles	of	Jesus	in	Tyumen	in	2011	

We all expect wonders and miracles at Christmas, because Christmas 

is the  greatest miracles on Earth – the Birth of God among people to 

save us! But if we were there, in Bethlehem, it might not seemed to us 

a miracle- a young women Mary gave a birth to a baby in a poor 

place, among animals.  God s#ll performs so many miracles around us 

that might not seemed to be such, and we take them for granted.   

This Christmas we want to remember some of  miracles of Jesus in our 

life and life of the church in 2011, and to glorify our Lord, and magnify 

His name. 

Our family’s miracle of Jesus: Ma� our son was diagnosed last year 

with almost total alalia (absence of speech). At the age of 3 he could hardly pronounce separate sounds and 

syllables. Many people prayed for him. We worked much on his speech. Today he speaks, tells stories and 

jokes, and even started to recite poems. “ And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who 

maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?” (Ex.4:11). We praise the Lord! 

The building of the church is a miracle. So many people invested in faith into this first United Methodist 

church building in Western Siberia.  The walls are up, the permanent roof is on, and the temporary fence is 

around. The first window is already made, and if it fits well, the compa-

ny will work on the rest.  In Summer and Fall we hold weekly prayer 

mee�ngs in the building. We had to move them in a warmer place un�l 

the windows are there.  It is warm in the basement, and 2-3 workers 

con�nue to work on the walls and floors inside in winter �me.  This year 

we have been paying all the u�li�es in the building.  This past Saturday 

church members had a fundraising fair, where they brought beau�ful 

things they made with their hands.  It was a very cold day, -26C, and we 

did not expect many to come. But people came to worship and par�ci-

pated in this fair and raised  $300, which is 4 �mes more than our usual weekly offerings for building.  “ But 

who [am] I, and what [is] my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly a<er this sort? for all things 

[come] of thee, and of thine own have we given thee”. (1Chr.29:14) 

It is a miracle how God changes lives of people in our church: 

Katya Baranova’s story reminds me of a women, who was brought before Jesus for judgment.  She entered 

the church year and a half ago with her one and a half year old son. She wanted a different life than she had. 

It took her some �me to give her life to Christ. This summer she was bap�zed. Today she is a follower of Jesus, 

a�ends worship and Bible studies even when it is so cold outside.  

Sasha Semyonov. His wife Olga prayed for him for 7 years, he came to the church last year, stopped smoking. 

This year he renewed his bap�smal vows, ones made in Russian Orthodox church. Every week he brings his 

family to the church from the nearby village Molodyozhny, where they live with their 2 daughters – 8 and  1 

years old. His wife Olga teachers toddles in the church. We praise God for a miracle in this family.   

Lena Kushnina. Natasha preached to her on a bus, while riding home 2 years ago. This year she got a call from 

Lena: “you might not remember me, but 2 years ago you told me about Jesus – I want to know more and want 

to come to church). Today Lena is an ac�ve member of the church, her 13 year old daughter comes to church 

o4en with her. Lena is a physical therapist for handicap children – she prays for the children she works with  

         continued	on	page	3 
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and encourages their mothers. We praise God for Lena’s salva�on and her changed  life, We praise God for Natasha, who tells 

about Jesus everywhere she goes. Most Russians think, she is strange; Natasha thinks she is blessed and strives to evangelize 

be�er.  

Julia Smerdova – came to our church several years ago through her mother. Julia works with children and youth, sings in a choir, 

prepares power point presenta�ons for worship every week. She graduated from Oil and Gas University, and  this year she was 

invited to teach Math in college there. She is the only prac�cing Chris�an teacher in her department in the university, she does 

not take bribes from students and does not par�cipate in rumors and quarrels among teachers. We are so proud for her that she 

is different. She is another type of teachers. She shows Christ at her workplace. We praise God for Julia. 

Sasha Alexandrov, spent 10 years in prison, where we met him with evangelism preaching. He accepted the Lord, and a4er he 

was released from prison, he stayed in the church and got bap�zed here. It took him couple of years to finally choose the Lord’s 

path.  This year he got married to a women with a child, and now they have a mutual child. He works, regularly comes to worship 

with the family, �thes, and par�cipates in a small group. It is a miracle. We praise God for that.  

  

It is a miracle of God to see the leaders in the church, who came to know the Lord 4-6 years ago, and over these years became 

devote Chris�ans.  It is a miracle that 2 lay members of the church decided to get theological educa-on in a local Bible college, 

knowing that they will not get official degrees. It is a miracle to see ordinary people becoming  leaders for Christ.    

 

It is a miracle that this year we have two “Disciple Bible study 2” groups.  I remember when we prayed with Bishop Wilke in 

1999 in Kansas City for the transla�on of Disciple 1 into Russian. It is a miracle to see prayers being answered. We can now study 

“Disciple 2” here in Siberia. 

 

 It is a miracle of God that pictures of children from our church were displayed in the Tyumen city art museum.  Children of 3 

faiths: Chris�an, Jewish, Muslim, made pictures about Solomon, his life and proverbs. Not o4en Protestants are recognized in 

the city. Most people consider Protestants in Tyumen to be members of cults and treat them with suspicion. We are grateful for 

the opportunity to be recognized in the city. The officials gave only week day and inconvenient �me for opening and closing of 

the exhibi�on, and did not invite any media to be there. But s�ll for history – it was an important event. Kids were happy to re-

ceive diplomas and presents for par�cipa�on.  Our li�le Ma� also painted and got a personal  prize. 

  

I cannot miss one more miracle of God in Tyumen. For several years we had Council of Chris�an Churches, where pastors of 

different Protestant denomina�ons came together to discuss problems, to have mutual projects. But it was always hard for them 

to get together not for projects but for prayer only – to seek God’s will. This year we started regular prayer mee-ngs, where 

pastors of many churches and Bible groups of different denomina�ons came together only for prayer. Only God could change 

our hearts so that we set aside our differences and stand in prayer together.  

 

We expect one more miracle for Christmas.  6 members from our church rehearse every week with a big choir that consists of 

members from other  Chris�an churches.  On Russian Christmas Day, January, 7
th

, Protestant churches will make an evangelism 

concert in one of the city halls, where 150- member choir will sing Christmas songs and a beau�ful Christmas story will be per-

formed. We expect miracles.    

 

This Christmas we pray to see many more miracles of Christ in our family, in our church and in our city. We pray for the miracles 

of God in your life, in your church, in your city. 

 

The Rev. Katya  Zoubkova 

Pastor of Tyumen United Methodist Church of Salvaiton 

 

 

Miracles	of	Jesus	in	Tyumen	in	2011	continued	from	page	2	
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January Birthdays 

January 1 

Walter Breedlove 

January 3 

Kambrie Bolyard 

January 5 

Kelly Brown  

January 10 

Nancy Ludwick 

M. Lee Thompson 

January 11 

John Shay 

Tiffany Jenkins 

January 12 

Chuck Proudfoot 

January 14 

Sarah Reneau 

January 17 

Susan Shelton 

January 25 

Emily Smith 

January 28 

Jim Brown II 

January 29 

Ed Bolyard 

January 31 

Kelsey Thompson 

January Anniversaries 

January 02 

JoAnna & Mike Pratt 

January 09 

Richard & Wilma Bowman 

January 23 

Susan & Craig Shelton 

January 25 

Dan & Jeannine Mankins  Happy Anniversary 
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Spotlight on the Flock 

Conversa	ons with Carla 

This month I talked to Ruth 

Ann Swisher, our church’s sec-

retary.  She and her sister, 

Bonnie, share a home in 

Thornton.  Ruth Ann  has a 

niece, Kim Bock who lives in 

Philadelphia and a nephew, 

Keith Rosier, who lives in 

Washington State.  They have 

two dogs, Rylee a beagle and 

Bella Noel a Shih Tzu who ar-

rived at Christmas a year ago.   

Ruth grew up in Gra4on and 

graduated from Gra4on High 

School.  She worked for fi4een 

years as an office manager and 

quit to become a caregiver for 

her parents in 1998.   

She is a member of the 

Thornton United Methodist 

Church and is very ac�ve in 

the church.  She completes  

the children’s bulle�ns and 

also puts the answers in the 

bulle�ns for the children.           

She is an assistant Sunday 

School Teacher for ages 3 to 

third grade.  Bonnie and Ruth 

Ann are the coordinators for 

Vaca�on Bible School.  They 

also do fundraising ac�vi�es 

for the church including mak-

ing apple bu�er, publishing a 

cookbook, and selling candy.  

They coordinate the children's 

Christmas and Easter pro-

grams.  Ruth and Bonnie have 

their own Puppet Ministry , 

Seeds of Faith .  This Christmas 

was their last performance 

due to joint complica�ons 

with Ruth Ann’s hands.  They 

basically do whatever the min-

ister asks them  to do.   

She loves to do cra4s and 

works on whatever draws her 

a�en�on at the �me. She col-

lects angels.  Ruth Ann's favor-

ite food is pepperoni pizza 

with lots of onions. 

 She likes to read Amish books.      

Her sister reads the book first, 

then she reads the book and 

then her aunt and the book 

chain con�nues.   

Some of her favorite memo-

ries are of Christmas.  Her par-

ents always made Christmas 

very special.  They also  went 

to their Grandparents every 

Sunday a4er church.  Her ex-

tended family was always 

there, including aunts, uncles 

and cousins.   

Ruth Ann likes the people that 

she has met from Good Shep-

herd; she told me that every-

one is very friendly.  She likes 

everything about our Church.   

Her favorite Bible passage is 

John 3:16, because it tells us 

what God did for us, He made 

the sacrifice for us. 

Ruth Ann’s favorite hymns are 

Amazing Grace and Call on 

Jesus by Nicole Mullen. 

 

Ruth Ann Swisher, our church’s secretary 
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Pastor Bert wasn’t sure either.  

We did know that it was not a 

cat.   

Some of the men of the church 

had some good ideas about what 

kind of skull it was.  I learned a lot 

about taxidermy, from the men.  

Carla took it to school to ask the 

science teacher.  He wasn’t sure 

what kind of animal skull it was 

On a nice warm day in November 

I was cuSng and trimming the 

hosta and other plants in front of 

the church. I was picking up 

leaves and s�cks.  As a lot of you 

know I love to work in flowerbeds 

and dig in the dirt.  But this �me 

as I cut one of the hosta plants an 

object flew up at me! I thought it 

was a snake and I jumped to get 

away from it.  To my surprise it 

was a small animal skull.  It was 

clean and white.  I picked it up 

and took inside to see if anyone 

could iden�fy what kind of animal 

it was.  Meredith was s�ll working 

here then and she yelled, “Leah, I 

can’t believe you.  This is gross.”  

Arnold was in the office and he 

wasn’t sure what kind it was.  He 

thought it might be a possum.  

either, but since Pastor Bert 

thought it might be a possum he 

agreed with that. 

Finally, I asked Gary Foster.  Gray 

is the Supervisor of Game Man-

agement for the West Virginia 

Department of Natural Re-

sources.  He took it with him.  The 

next Sunday, he said that it was a 

young skunk.  As skunks mature 

their skulls change.   

The li�le skull will now be dis-

played with other wildlife ar�-

facts.  It will become part of a 

learning display for students in 

West Virginia.  A big thank you   

to Gary Foster for solving the      

mystery. 

 

Mystery Solved by Leah Powell 

ear	forward	when	it’s	going	to	

rain.”	

The	king	bought	the	jackass	

from	the	farmer	with	a	chest	

full	of	gold,	and	appointed	the	

jackass	as	his	new	court		minis-

ter.	

Lincoln	remarked	that	this	was	

a	great	mistake	on	the	king’s	

part	because	“ever	since	that	

time,	every	jackass	wants	a	

public	of)ice.”	

																											—via	Apple	Seeds	

The	king	laughed	at	the	peasant	

and	continued	on	his	way,	but	

soon,	a	torrent	of	rain	drenched	

the	royal	party.	When	the	king	

returned	to	his	castle,	he	)ired	

the	court	minister	and	sent	for	

the	farmer.	

He	asked	the	farmer	how	he	

knew	it	was	going	to	rain	when	

the	sky	was	sunny	and	cloud-

less.	“My	jackass	has	a	way	of	

knowing	these	things,”	the	

farmer	replied.			“He	puts	one		

When he was President, Abraham 

Lincoln once told this story: 

A king wanted to go on a hun�ng 

party, and consulted the court’s 

minister to see if it was going to 

rain. The court minister assured 

him it would be a sunny day. 

When the royal party set out for 

the hunt, they met a farmer rid-

ing a jackass. The farmer warned 

the king not to make the journey 

because it was going to rain. 

Lincoln’s View of Poli�cians 

Page 6 



 
 

	

A	man	living	in	a	rural	

Kansas	area	reported:	

“We	recently	had	a	new	

neighbor	call	the	local	

township	administrative	

of)ice	to	request	the	re-

moval	of	the	‘DEER	

CROSSING’	sign	on	our	

road.	

“His	reason:	‘Too	many	

deer	are	being	hit	by	cars	

out	here!	I	don’t	think	

this	is	a	good	place	for	

them	to	be	crossing.’”	

																																—via	Lowell	Yoder	

																																												Holland,	OH	

	

	

	

This	is	one	of	Joe	Garag-

iola’s	favorite	stories	

about	his	friend	Yogi	

Berra:	

When	Yogi	was	a	catcher	

for	the	New	York	Yan-

kees,	there	was	a	ball-

player	who	always	drew	

a	cross	in	the	ground	

next	to	home	plate	when	

he	came	to	bat.	

Finally,	one	day	Berra,	

himself	a	devout	Chris-

tian,	reached	over,	wiped	

out	the	cross	with	his	

catcher’s	mitt,	and	told	

the	batter,	“Why	don’t	

you	just	let	God	watch	

the	game?”	

																											JoyfulNoiseletter.com	

	

	

Sermon Schedule 

During  the next 18 weeks, our worship will focus on the stories that make up 

The Story, the narra�ve of God's love for us. Each week's story will be one part 

of the message that began with Crea�on and will be fulfilled when Time be-

comes Eternity. 

January 8   Crea�on 

             15  Adam and Eve 

             22   Abraham and Sarah 

             29   Joseph 

February 5  Moses                                              

              12  Joshua 

              19  Ruth 

              26  David                                                                                                                                            

March    4  Daniel 

             11  Esther 

             18  Job 

             25  Mary 

April  1  Jesus 

           8  Thief on the Cross 

          15  Mary Magdalene 

          22  Disciples 

          29  Paul 

May  6  Second Coming 

Each Sunday evening at 6:30, there will be a �me for those who want to know 

more about that day's story. We will read and pray together to learn how each 

of us is a part of God's story, too. Materials will also be available for parents who 

would like to "home-Sunday-School" their children.             
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 Coming	Events	for	January	

January	8	

2:30	-	Russia	Initiative	

	

January	9	

7:30	-		Trustees	Meeting	

	

January	17	

5:00	-	Nurture	Committee	Meeting	

6:30	-	Finance	Committee	Meeting	

7:30	-	Administrative	Council	Meeting	

“On the first day of Sunday“On the first day of Sunday“On the first day of Sunday“On the first day of Sunday    

school, a fiveschool, a fiveschool, a fiveschool, a five----yearyearyearyear----old boy old boy old boy old boy 

handed his teacher a note handed his teacher a note handed his teacher a note handed his teacher a note 

from his mother.from his mother.from his mother.from his mother.    

It read, ‘The opinions ex-It read, ‘The opinions ex-It read, ‘The opinions ex-It read, ‘The opinions ex-

pressed by this child are not pressed by this child are not pressed by this child are not pressed by this child are not 

necessarily those of his necessarily those of his necessarily those of his necessarily those of his     

parents.’ ”parents.’ ”parents.’ ”parents.’ ” 

                                    ————via George Goldtrapvia George Goldtrapvia George Goldtrapvia George Goldtrap 

                                                            OrmondOrmondOrmondOrmond----bybybyby----thethethethe----Sea, FLSea, FLSea, FLSea, FL 
NURSERY	VOLUNTEER	SCHEDULE	

Nursery	workers	need	to	arrive	at	10:30	to	receive	children.	Guidelines	

are	posted	in	the	narthex	and	outside	the	nursery	door.	Weeks	can	be	

traded	with	other	volunteers	if	a	con�lict	arises.	

	

																		January	1			-	Volunteers	 	

																		January	8			-	Volunteers	

																		January	15	-		Emily	Moon	and	Alex	Coffman	

																		January	22	-		Diane	Knight	and	Kaitlin	Knight	

																		January	29	-		Alex	Coffman	
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MISSION	TRIPS	FOR	2012	

The	West	Virginia	Annual	Conference	is	sponsoring	several	mission	trips	this	year.	

In	addition	to	trips	to	Russia,	there	will	be	teams	going	to	

Haiti	(earthquake	recovery)	

New	York	()lood	recovery)	

Japan	(earthquake	recovery)	

Pennsylvania	()lood	recovery)	

Missouri	(tornado	recovery)	

Oak	Hill,	WV	(housing	repair)	

Burlington,	WV	(children's	home)	

Beckley,	WV	(children's	home)	

	

Holy	Land	(Bethlehem	olive	harvest)	

England	&	Wales	(John	Wesley	tour)	

Native	American	Site	

	

Peru	

Guatemala	

Cuba	

Hungary	

South	Africa	

	

For	dates,	cost,	and	additional	information,	contact	Pastor	Bert.	

“Sorry, Congressman, there’s 

the matter of all those unfulfilled 

campaign promises…” 

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com 

©Harley L. Schwadron 

Reprinted with permission 
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