
Shepherd’s Journal 

A�er VBS, a 

boy sees God 
 

Kitty Katzell of Med-
ford, NJ, tells the story 
of a little boy who was 
zigzagging his way 
home from Vacation 
Bible School one 
beautiful summer day. 
 
He found a caterpillar 
and a fluffy milkweed 
pod, and blew out all 
the filler. He saw a 
bird’s nest in a tree 
and a swan in a pond. 
He picked up a worm 
and thought of going 
fishing.  
 
A neighbor watched his 
zigzag path, greeted 
him, and asked him 
what he was doing. 
 
“I’ve been to Vacation 
Bible School,” the boy 
replied. 
 
“Good for you,” the 
neighbor said. “If you 
tell me where God is, 
I’ll give you this quar-
ter.” 
 
“I’ll give you a dollar, 
Mister, if you can tell 
me where God ain’t,” 
the boy replied. 

Church of the Good Shepherd 

 Russia Schedule 

Wednesday, June 15—Arrive 5am, 
rent apartment, register with gov-
ernment. Meet with Pastor Katya 
to plan. Evening prayer meeting 
(praying for those with dependen-

cies). 

Thursday, June 16—Visitation. 
Prepare food for choir practice. 
Prayer and singing. Walk along riv-

er, praying for city. 

Friday, June 17—Visit nursing 
home, handicapped center. Panel 
discussion, gifts, singing. Evange-
lism walk in village—blessing for 
engaged couple, 9-year old commits 
to Christ, elderly woman asks for 
healing prayer. Team members have 

supper in homes of church members. 

Saturday, June 18— Preparations 
for Vacation Bible School in after-
noon. 3-hour VBS. Church ser-

vice—Bert preaching. Meal togeth-

er. 

Sunday, June 19—Leadership re-
treat led by Bert at Igor’s dacha (9-
8) Training, small groups, baptisms, 

meals, worship. 

Monday, June 20—Meeting with 
building contractors, prayer on site. 
Young adult Bible study (led by 

Bert) in village. 

Tuesday, June 21—Homeless shel-
ter (prayers for salvation), meeting 
at Cultural Center with team from 
Georgia/North Carolina. Purchas-

ing gifts for ministry. 

Wednesday, June 22—Visitation, 
retreat follow-up, buying food for 
evening celebration. Bible study 
with church members, saying good-

bye. 

Thursday, June 23—Depart 5am 
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July 
Birthdays 

July 1 

Don & Linda Sapp 

Herb & Janet Losh 

 

July 6 

Catherine & Tim Brown 

 

July 9 

Bev & Louie Gerard 

 

July 14 

Dennis & Judy Dawson 

 

July 16 

Janie & Mike Skinner 

COMING EVENTS 
FOR JULY 

 

July 4 

Church Office Closed 

 

July 11 

Trustees Meeting 7:30 

 

July 19 

Finance Committee  

Meeting 6:30 

Administrative Council 

Meeting 7:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 1 

Ryan Wood 

 

July 2 

Trevor Smith 

Keith Sinsel 

Peter Brown 

 

July 3 

Judy Dawson 

Marik Chambers 

Julie Lipscomb Knight 

 

July 6 

Julie Reneau 

Mick Elsey  

July 12 

Leah Powell 

 

July 15 

Debbie Kines 

 

July 16 

Harry White 

 

July 20 

Muriel Bean 

 

July 23 

Mark Stewart 

 

 

July 25 

Kristen Weaver 

 

July 26 

Courtni Moats 

Robert Riggs 

 

July 27 

Charlotte Williams 

 

July 29 

Susan Sinsel  

 

July 31st 

Dave Barlow 

July Anniversaries 
July 24 

Michael & Elena Hawran-

ick 

July 25 

 

Richard & Wilma Warne 

July 28 

Scott & Shelley Elsey 

 

July 30 

Kelly & Jim Brown II 

 

July 31 

Paul & Julie Reneau 



Spotlight on the Flock 

 Conversations with Carla 

“We were 
asked how was 
our church taking 
care of business?” 

 Pastor Bert and I 

attended The United Meth-

odist Church West Virginia 

Annual Conference,  held at 

West Virginia Wesleyan 

College in Buckhannon on 

June 8 – 11, 2011.  The 

theme of the conference 

this year was Our Varied 

Gifts – United By Christ 

The Lord of All.  Bishop 

Lyght was ill and could not 

attend the conference.  Re-

tired Bishop William Boyd 

Grove presided over the 

2011 Annual Conference.  

The conference seemed to 

have a very subdued atmos-

phere since Bishop Lyght 

was not in attendance. 

 At the conference 

this year delegates were 

elected to attend next year’s 

General and Jurisdictional 

Conferences.  The General 

Conference will be held in 

Tampa, Florida in April and 

Jurisdictional Conference 

will be held in Charleston, 

West Virginia in July 2012.  

We were told that in 

Charleston they will be 

needing people to drive to 

the airport and pick people 

up, act as host and hostess 

to get people to the correct 

places at the conference and 

several other jobs.  They 

would also like to have 

handmade prayer shawls to 

give to all of the delegates 

that attend the conference.  

It took several votes to get 

everyone elected that would 

attend the conference.  You 

vote for the number of dele-

gates that you still have to 

elect at the time of the vote.  

If someone votes for too 

many people or not enough 

people the ballot is thrown 

out.  Clergy and laity vote 

separately.  The clergy se-

lect from a list of all the 

clergy that are part of the 

annual conference.  I 

thought that their list looked 

overwhelming.  Some mem-

bers of both clergy and laity 

excused themselves from 

running so that someone 

could be elected.  Between 

elections we viewed new 

commercials for the United 

Methodist Church.  Bishop 

Grove told us that they 

needed to be doing some-

thing to keep us from leav-

ing between votes. 

There were guest 

speakers from all over the 

country that talked about 

different kinds of evange-

lism.  We were reminded 

that the church has to make 

changes since the world is 

changing all the time.  We 

viewed a video that showed 

a small community; the 

church was compared to the 

corner grocery store.  The 

grocery store changed over 

the years and stayed in busi-

ness.  The church continued 

to do everything the same 

way that they always did 

things and was closed.  We 

were asked how was our 

church taking care of busi-

ness? 

 A Ministries Fair is 

held every year and show-

cases the various ministries 

that the Conference sup-

ports.  It was very interest-

ing to see the way that the 

church is involved in com-

munities throughout the 

conference.  Part of the 

Ministry Fair is the “Read 

Cycle Book Sale” that some 

of you donated books to be 

sold.  I purchased some 

books that looked interest-

ing, including one that Mom 

sent.  I guess I should check 

to see what we are donating 

before I go somewhere.  

Cokesbury had a booth that 

included a lot of different 

books and other items.  

They were also selling a 

new version of the New 

Testament – The Common 

English Bible. I purchased 

one for me and a few for 

gifts.  I felt like this version 

was easy to understand and 

to read.  Cokesbury also 

gave a report that they con-

tinue to lose money every 

year and have been forced to 

begin closing stores.  We 

also delivered the Clean Up 

Buckets. 

 At the Ordination 

Service on Friday evening, 

two deacons and eight el-

ders were ordained.  Two 

deacons and six elders were 

commissioned as provision-

al members.  The Confer-

ence also recognized one 

associate member.  At the 

end of the service, drums 

were played as everyone 

marched out to attend a re-

ception that honored these 

people and the eighteen pas-

tors who were retiring. 

 I really enjoyed at-

tending the conference and 

thank you for letting me rep-

resent Good Shepherd. 

 

 



 





NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
Nursery workers need to arrive at 10:30 to receive children. Guidelines are post-
ed in the narthex and outside the nursery door. Weeks can be traded with other 
volunteers if a conflict arises. 

July 3—Julie & Paul Reneau 
July 10— Sheryl Isner & Sandra Coltelli 
July 17— Linda McBee & Stella Hawk 

July 24— Tiffany Carbaugh & Judy Landers 
July 31– Angie & Rick Hanshaw 

News & Notes 

Affordable health 

care with humor 
 

 Dr. Scott Morris, a fam-
ily practice physician and or-
dained Methodist minister, 
founded the Church Health 
Center in Memphis, TN, in 1987 
to provide quality, affordable 
healthcare for working people 
and their families who are with-
out health insurance. 
 Thanks to a broad base 
of financial support from the 
Memphis faith community and 
the volunteer help of doctors, 
nurses, dentists, and others, 
the Center’s clinic currently 
cares for over 54,000 patients 
without relying on government 
funding. Modest fees are 
charged on a sliding scale 
based on income.  
 Dr. Morris’ and the 
Church Health Center’s focus 
is on prevention, and the Cen-
ter provides health education 
with the goal of instructing pa-
tients in both spiritual and 
physical fitness, stressing the 
importance of good nutrition 
and regular exercise. Dr. Morris 
is also keenly interested in the 
healing power of humor. 
 “Efforts at health re-
form fail,” writes Dr. Morris,  
because they avoid the essen-
tial questions of wellness. The 
starting point is off-kilter. Our 
health care system is built on 
the premise of waiting for peo-
ple to break in some way and 
then come through our doors, 
where we will use our techno-
logical wizardry to fix them. 
That’s not health care. Caring 
for health means attending to 
the things that keep you well – 
in body and spirit – long before 
you break and need the door to 
technology.” 
 JN will carry more in-
formation on Dr. Morris’ bril-
liant writings in forthcoming 
issues. In the meantime, you 
can get information on the 
Church Health Center and the 
Church Health Reader from its 
web site: 

www.churchhealthcenter.org. 

PANDAMANIA THANK YOU! 
 
Our VBS, PandaMania, was a huge success thanks to the hard work and gener-
osity of many people!  We ministered to about 60 kids through the busy, fun-
filled week. 
 
Thank you to those who came to set up all the decorations on Father’s Day 
evening, staying way into the wee hours of Monday:  Michelle, Emily, and Madi-
son Moon, Matthew Pauley, Duretha and Anie Mayle, Pam Brown, Becky Tooth-
man, Brendan, Brighton, and Claiborne Kunce, Jim, Kelly, Mallory, and Averey 
Brown. 
 
Thank you to those who helped tear down and put away things following our 
VBS presentation on Sunday June 26th:  Jim, Kelly, Mallory, and Averey Brown, 
Rob, Duretha, Nick, and Anie Mayle, Bert and Suzanne Coffman, Bill Knotts, Jen-
nifer and Rebecca Smihal, Dan, Katrina, and Matt Pauley, Pam Brown, Becky 
Toothman, Mark, Brendan, Brighton, and Claiborne Kunce. *******forgive me if 
I’ve overlooked anyone – your help is sincerely appreciated, even if I’ve forgot-
ten to include you in our list.  We couldn’t have done it without you!****** 
 
Thank you to those who used their talents to bring God’s Word to the kids in in-
teresting and inspiring ways:  Duretha Mayle, Michelle Moon, Jennifer Smihal, 
Pam Brown, Becky Toothman, Shayla Elsey, Brighton Kunce, Emily Moon, and 
Katrina Pauley. 
 
Thank you to crew leaders who led the kids from station to station, guiding them 
through discussions and games and making crafts:  Stella Hawk, Bill Knotts, 
Matt Pauley, Suzanne Coffman, Jacci Maier, Anie Mayle, Tiffanie Mitchell, Bren-
dan Kunce, Jonathan Gilbert, McKeneze Tokarz, Hannah Gilbert, Treyann Cline, 
Mallory Brown, Claiborne Kunce, Madison Moon. 
 
Thank you to the many members of the congregation who saved paper towel 
and toilet paper rolls, and two liter bottles, and who donated foods of all kinds 
for the kids to eat each day. 
 
Thank you to the members of the congregation who gave generous monetary 
donations to help fund our program. 
 
Thank you to the Administrative Council for granting a request for monies from 
the Kinter Fund, which supports programs in our church and beyond. 
 
“Sky – Everything is Possible with God!” is our theme next year! 
*Trust in God – everything’s possible – we will fly* 
 
See you next year! 



News & Notes 

THANK YOU! 
Good Shepherd Church and John Finch 
I wanted to thank you for hosting the graduation Sunday. It became a very spe-
cial part of my graduation weekend. Thank you also for the hand-made pen. 
 
Valerie Barlow 

NU-2-U NEWS 
We would like to thank everyone for their donations and time. We brought in 
$377.00 in June and a total of $1,488.66 so far this year. All of which is given to 
the Pastor’s Fund to help those in need in our community. 
 
We will be having a Before School Sale on August 5th and 6th from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Donations can be brought to the church Monday through Friday from 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on Sundays after worship services. 

“Laughter is the be-
ginning of prayer.”  
 
—Reinhold Niebuhr 
 
“Three-fourths of the 
earth’s surface is wa-
ter, and one-fourth is 
land. It is quite clear 
that the good Lord in-
tended us to spend 
triple the amount of 
time fishing as taking 
care of the lawn.” 
 
—Chuck Clark 
 
Blooper in the bulletin 
of an Episcopal 
church in Massachu-
setts: 
“In the absence of the 
Rector, the Curate will 
take care of all pasto-
ral cuties.” 
 
Posted by JN Face-
book fan: 
“I got a package the 
other day, but when it 
arrived it was all  
damp. I complained at 
the Post Office, and 
they said it must have 
postage dew.” 

MILITARY BOXES 
The Nurture Committee is going to be sending Care Packages to our soldiers. We 
are currently in need of donations to cover the cost of postage. Please make sure 
to mark donation as Military Postage. Thank you! 
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